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Travel Support for Canadian Aboriginal and Northern Participation at 
IPY 2012 Montreal Conference

Background

In 2007-2008, the largest-ever international program of coordinated interdisciplinary polar research was launched. The International Polar Year (IPY) program involved more than 60 countries and over 200 research projects. 

Canada has been a global leader in this initiative, making one of the largest contributions of all the participating countries ($156 M). Altogether, Canada supported 52 IPY natural science, social science, and health research projects. More than 1,750 Canadian scientists conducted research at over 100 study sites across Canada’s North and aboard Canadian Coast Guard icebreakers. Northerners have been actively engaged in IPY, from directing projects to taking part in training, research and outreach. Altogether, more than 900 Northerners and 130 Northern students conducted hands-on science through IPY.

Canada will host the IPY 2012 Conference April 22 to 27, 2012 in Montreal, Quebec as the third and concluding IPY Conference. IPY 2012 is expected to attract over 2,000 attendees, including researchers, policy makers, and science educators as well as non-government organizations, industry, Northern communities and Arctic Indigenous peoples.  
The IPY 2012 theme is “From Knowledge to Action” and the goals of the event are to present the latest polar research findings and to identify opportunities to inform policy for action on key Arctic issues, through dialogue between researchers, policy and decision-makers as well as community and industry leaders.  The IPY 2012 Conference has five main areas:  Polar Science Findings; Synthesis and Integration; Knowledge to Action; Public Engagement, Education and Outreach; and the Indigenous Knowledge Exchange. The Indigenous Knowledge Exchange program is being developed by Indigenous peoples to highlight issues of interest and importance to community members of Canada’s North and the circumpolar Arctic.

Some travel support is available for Canadian Aboriginal peoples and Northerners to attend the conference.  Aboriginal peoples and Northerners who attend will make an important contribution by ensuring that their perspectives and knowledge on Arctic issues are central to the conference proceedings.  
The objectives for the proposed travel support for participants to attend the IPY 2012 conference are as follows:

· Ensure appropriate Canadian Aboriginal and Northerner participation with representation from across Canada’s Northern regions;

· Enable key Aboriginal and Northern individuals who have been active in Canada’s IPY projects to participate fully in the IPY 2012 Conference; and 

· Ensure that  delegates to the conference can learn from the perspectives of Canadian Aboriginal peoples and Northerners.
A Northern participant is defined as an individual living in one of the three territories, Nunavik, Nunatsiavut or the northern regions of provinces.  
Please note: travel grants for students and Early Career Scientists were provided through another funding process that closed on October 31, 2011.  Canadian Students and Early Career Scientists who were not supported through that process can be considered for Canadian Aboriginal and Northerner participation travel funding support.  

Cultural performers for the IPY 2012 conference will be supported through another funding process.
ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA
Canadian Aboriginal and Northern participants:
Travel support for Canadian Aboriginal and Northern participants at the IPY 2012 Conference will be available for eligible candidates.  This would include registration, flight, accommodations, meals and incidentals.  

Eligible candidates would include:

· Individuals living in one of the three territories, Nunavik, Nunatsiavut or the northern regions of provinces;
· Individuals presenting a paper or a poster, or convening a session at the IPY 2012 Conference within any of the five program areas;
· Active participants in Canada’s IPY Program or currently using/building on  IPY data for decision making or future studies;
· Master’s or PhD students involved in Polar research  (who did not receive a travel grant through other funding processes);

· Individuals providing a unique contribution to a conference topic of importance to Canada (e.g. Health and well-being for Northern communities, climate change and adaptation, etc.)

Proposed Application and Selection Process:

Canadian Aboriginal and Northern individuals will be asked to submit an application for funding that includes:

1) An overview of their involvement in IPY or Arctic research (if applicable);

2) Documentation or description of their role in the IPY 2012  conference – such as:

· convener/co-convener, 

· abstract was accepted for a paper or poster presentation, 

· participant in the Indigenous Knowledge Exchange
3) benefits of attending IPY 2012 Conference for individual and his/her organization/community;

4) Any other funding sources available to cover any travel/conference costs (please indicate whether you are seeking full or partial funding support).

A letter of agreement will be issued to each successful applicant no later than March 1, 2012. 
During the selection process, consideration will be given to:

· geographic distribution of recipients;
· distribution across 5 Conference areas (Polar Science Findings; Synthesis and Integration; Knowledge to Action; Public Engagement, Education and Outreach; and the Indigenous Knowledge Exchange);
· level of involvement of applicant  in IPY 2012 Conference

· level of involvement of applicant in IPY or other Arctic research projects; and

· Funding requirement (full versus partial funding).

Please submit your application to Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Canada by the end of business day on Friday, February 10th, 2012 by email at: ipy2012montreal@inac.gc.ca or by fax: (819) 997-0552.  

For more information about the travel support for the IPY 2012 Conference please contact:

Meaghan Bennett 





Senior Policy Analyst




(819) 934-9406





Meaghan.Bennett@aandc.gc.ca




	Canadian Aboriginal and Northern Participants Travel Support Application for IPY 2012 Conference
  

	

	Full Legal Name of Applicant: 

	Organization:


	
	

	Permanent address : 

Street and apartment or suite number:

City:

 Province or territory :

Postal code :

Telephone (residence) :

Telephone (business) :

Email :


	Are you currently a student?  


If so, what program and Institution are you attending?


	Do you identify as one of the following?:    Inuit       Métis        First Nation 

Name of nation and/or community: 

Do you speak an Aboriginal language? If so, which one?  
Will you be attending the five days of the IPY 2012 Conference?  




Please describe your role in the IPY 2012 Conference:  Check all that apply:


    Convenor/Co-Convenor, session number and name:

       ______________________________________________


  Oral Presentation, Title:__________________________________________
       To be presented in session number and name:                 

      _______________________________________________________________  


    Poster Presentation, Title:_________________________________

     Participant/presenter in the Indigenous Knowledge Exchange

    Conference participant

    Other (Describe):_______________________________________________
Please provide a short overview of your involvement in IPY or Arctic research (if applicable):
How do you think attending the IPY 2012 Conference would benefit you and your organization or community?   
Are you seeking full or partial funding support?  Are there any other funding sources available to cover any of your travel/conference costs? 
Please submit your completed application form by the end of business day on Friday, February 10th, 2012 by email at: ipy2012montreal@inac.gc.ca  or by fax: (819) 997-0552.  
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